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House of Delegates Meeting 
September 13, 2017 
Pasadena Convention Center, 300 E Green St, 
Pasadena CA 91101 
1pm - 5pm 
 
The American Massage Therapy Association’s 
2017 House of Delegates (HoD) convened in their annual Meeting to bring together 51 chapters’ 
opinions, debate, and votes for one Position Statement (PS) and one Bylaw Recommendation 
(R) and to conduct other business, as designated in the attached Agenda. 

The meeting area was cordoned and Delegates took their seats at 1:00pm. Jessica Ferrer, 
Chair of the House of Delegates Operational Committee (HoDOC), addressed the Delegates, 
welcoming all, stating some housekeeping points of information, and ensuring Delegates’ 
meeting-operational needs were met. Nathan Nordstrom, National Immediate Past President, 
made some opening remarks on the history of the HoD and wished the House a good session. 

Olivia Nagashima, HoDOC Member, led the Pledge of Allegiance, and, then, Jennifer Findley, 
HoDOC Member, led a Silent Reflection in observance of Hurricane Harvey victims in Texas. 

Ms. Ferrer gave the HoDOC’s report of its activities, including follow up from last year’s Meeting 
resolutions and outcomes and its efforts to move the HoD structure into the new Assembly of 
Delegates (AoD) structure in 2018. 

Lee Stang, HoD Moderator, took over leading the Meeting to complete 2017’s House Business. 
Accountability for Delegates in attendance was recorded via electronic device and immediately 
displayed, showing the decision of the House of Delegates for each vote called. 
Attendance was taken: 137 Total Delegates were in attendance, equaling 57019 weighted 
points. 

● Two-Thirds (⅔) & Quorum of Total Delegates in Attendance were determined: 92, and 
70, respectively. 

● Actual, Actual Majority, and Actual ⅔ of weighted points: 57019, 28511, and 38012, 
respectively 

Next, Ms. Stang presented the Agenda to be Approved by the HoD - it Passed, 136 For:1 
Against; and, the Rules of Procedure were also accepted (Passed) by the HoD unanimously 
(137:0). 
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Next, the Mock Bylaw Recommendation “2017 Cat-Assisted Massage” was presented to the 
House by Ms. Nagashima and opened to the debate-floor of the HoD for a training/practice 
session of how the subsequent, ‘real’ Recommendation and Position Statement would be 
debated and voted on. It was summarily determined that Cat-Assisted Massage is not 
something the HoD would move forward to the National Board of Directors for further, serious 
consideration as a viable form of massage therapy, according to the AMTA. Requiring a ⅔ 
Majority vote, the Recommendation Failed miserably 40:97/15652:41367. 

Next, the actual business of the HoD started with member Sabrina Lopez (ID) making the 
proposed PS presentation, reading significant parts of her proposal, beginning debate of the 
Position Statement “Massage Therapy Can Provide Significant Benefit as a Component of 
Integrative Health Care.” 

● Mostly, the Pros (For) in support of this PS agreed that establishing a statement backed 
by the AMTA that provides the viable, current research reflected in the research 
References for the PS can stand as a definition of Massage Therapy, regardless of 
practitioner title and is needed in the profession and industry. 

● Mostly, the Cons (Againsts) agreed that the research References did not have enough 
Massage Therapy evidence 
demonstrated/collected by Massage 
Therapists 

● The HoD agreed to Caucus (discuss, for 5 
minutes) amongst themselves and 
on-looking colleagues and chapter 
representatives outside the cordoned area 
some of the finer points of each argument, 
before the question was Called. 

Upon voting and with a required “⅔ Majority” vote, 
the HoD determined Passed the Position Statement 
into the Beliefs of the AMTA as a professional association: 119:18/48585:8434. 

A 20-minute, scheduled break was taken. Upon return, Roll Call was taken, and everyone had 
returned to their seats: 137/137. 

Indiana’s Bylaw Recommendation was introduced and read to the HoD by Member Terry 
Brandt regarding the “Allowance of Dues received from National for Student Membership 
Classification.” 

● The Pros in support of this Recommendation stated that the $10 due allotted per Student 
Member would help financially support the activities that were designated for their 
benefit. 

● The Cons believe the money isn’t able to be designated specifically for Student 
Members’ benefit and that paying money from an account that doesn’t collect money (as 
are most School Members’ Student Members that are added to the chapters’ Rosters) 
puts the association at a financial disadvantage considering the large number of Student 
Members in each chapter. 
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The HoD voted and the Majority, 83:54, Passed the Recommendation so that the National 
Board of Directors could consider the impact through charging a Committee to investigate its 
viability as a financial policy change. 

Ms. Stang proceeded to provide an Introduction to the Assembly of Delegates (AoD), set to 
convene in Washington, D.C., in 2018, with notification that there will be more information 
coming in the near months about how it will all work - it is a new process and things will take 
time, she indicated. 

A celebration of the work of the HoD was toasted with non-alcoholic fizzy, apple-tasting liquid, 
and thanks were given for every Delegate’s and the HoDOC’s work in this and past years, 
pulling the HoD doors closed and beginning a new era of member-involved governance. 

 

 

The Nevada Chapter Delegates would like to thank all the members for participating in our Poll 
in early September and assisting us in representing them during the 2017 House of Delegates 
Meeting in Pasadena. Please see the results of your work at the link in the next paragraph. 

A Delegate position will be open for election of any AMTA Nevada Chapter member in good 
standing in the May 2018 timeframe - to indicate your interest in becoming part of the 
association in this capacity, please visit the chapter’s webpage at 
http://amta-nv.org/chapter-news/amta-house-of-delegates-nevada-delegation. 

If any member is interested in volunteering with the Assembly of Delegates Operational 
Committee, please contact Colleen Leeders at ckleeders@amtamassage.org. 
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