
 

2018 Nevada Delegates Report 
Respectfully submitted by David Otto & Cathy 
Lightcap, Nevada Chapter Delegates 
 
Assembly of Delegates Meeting 
August 8, 2018 
Marriott Wardman Park, 2660 Woodley Rd NW, 
Washington, DC 20008 
1pm - 4pm 
 
The American Massage Therapy Association’s 2018 Assembly of Delegates (AoD) convened in 
their first annual Meeting to bring together 51 chapters’ opinions, debate, and votes for two 
Position Statement Discussion Topics (PSDTs) and one Proposed Discussion Topic (PDT) and 
to conduct other business, as designated in the attached Agenda. 

The meeting area was cordoned and Delegates took their seats at 1:00pm. Delegates were 
assigned to discussion tables (rounds of 10) and a Facilitator was assigned to each table, for 
subsequent Discussion management during the meeting. 

Jessica Ferrer, Member of the Assembly of Delegates Advisory Committee (AoDAC), addressed 
the Delegates, welcoming all, stating some housekeeping points of information, and ensuring 
Delegates’ meeting-operational needs were met. Joan Nichols, National President, made some 
opening remarks on the history of the HoD and new AoD and wished the Assembly a good 
session. 

Olivia Nagashima, AoDAC Member, led a Silent Reflection in observance of Hurricane Maria 
victims in Puerto Rico. 

Ms. Ferrer gave the AoDAC’s report of its activities, including follow up from last year’s Meeting 
resolutions and outcomes and its efforts to move the HoD structure into the new Assembly of 
Delegates (AoD) structure in 2018. 

Lee Stang, AoD Moderator, took over leading the Meeting to complete 2018’s Assembly 
Business, calling the Meeting to order. Accountability for Delegates in attendance was recorded 
via manual count of standing Delegates who sat after their sequential number was called. 
David’s Delegate Number was 71; Cathy’s Delegate Number was 85. Attendance was recorded: 
100 Total Delegates were in attendance. 

● Two-Thirds (⅔) of Total Delegates in Attendance was determined: 67. 
● Majority of Total Delegates in Attendance was determined: 51. 

Next, Ms. Stang called for Questions regarding the Rules of the Assembly - none being heard, 
Ms. Stang moved on with the Agenda. 
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Next, the business of the AoD commenced with Delegate Rachel Mann (NC) making the 
proposed PSDT presentation, reading significant parts of her proposal, beginning debate of 
North Carolina’s proposed Position Statement Discussion Topic: “It is the position of the 
American Massage Therapy Association that massage therapy may help reduce pain 
associated with osteoarthritis of the knee.” 

● Mostly, the Pros (Fors) in support of this proposed PSDT agreed that establishing a 
statement backed by the AMTA that provides the viable, current research reflected in the 
research References for the PS would stand as part of the definition of Massage 
Therapy, regardless of practitioner title and is needed in the profession and industry. 

● Mostly, the Cons (Againsts) agreed that the research References would be needed and 
that the final PS should consider additional 
types of osteoarthritis, not just “of the knee”, 
if the research indeed supports such a 
statement. 
 

Upon voice-voting and with a resounding “⅔ 
Majority” vote [as determined by the Moderator], the 
AoD determined Passed the Position Statement 
Discussion Topic, sending it to the National Board to 
be assigned/charged to the Position Statement 
Writing Committee. 

Colorado’s proposed Position Statement Discussion Topic was introduced and read to the 
AoD by Delegate Deborah Bruce (CO): “It is the position of the American Massage Therapy 
Association (AMTA) that massage therapy may be beneficial for pediatric populations within the 
hospital setting”. 

● The Pros in support of this proposed PSDT stated that this would be great for 
low-birth-weight and pediatric patients that suffer traumatic and post-traumatic disorders 
from receiving such acute treatment as is delivered in a hospital setting. It was 
suggested that the age-range that could apply to the final PS may be lowered from “1” to 
“0” because there is more research for newborn infants, but this age-range of a 
population may not technically-qualify as a “pediatric” population. 

● The Cons generally believe that there is not enough research to support an 
Association-wide statement. 
 

The AoD voice-voted and, resoundingly, by a “⅔ Majority” vote, Passed the proposed PSDT, 
sending it to the National Board to be assigned/charged to the Position Statement Writing 
Committee. 

The Facilitators at each table were prepared to and took the sitting-Delegates’ preferences as to 
which of the preceding Two PSDTs should take precedent as to being addressed, researched, 
drawn-up as a proposed Position Statement for the National Board of Directors to finally vote 
on, once the Writing Committee had presented final drafts of each. A form was passed around 
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to each Delegate and each Delegate indicated the order in which they believed the PSDTs 
should be addressed. The Assembly broke at 3pm for 15 minutes. 

Upon recommencement of the Meeting, the Moderator announced the tally of the preferences of 
the Delegates recorded, as to which PSDT should be addressed first, then second. The 
Delegates voted for the Osteoarthritis of the Knee PSDT to precede the Pediatric Populations in 
Hospital Settings PSDT in the Writing Committee’s consideration and work toward developing 
PSes for each. 

 

In the last segment of the Meeting, the Facilitators at specific tables were assigned to their 
table’s responsibility of discussing either the #1 or #2 Question in the Proposed Discussion 
Topic (PDT) regarding Massage and Integrated Healthcare. 

Forty (40) minutes was the allotted floor discussion time to convey suggestions for: 

1. How do we make certain that Massage Therapists are contributing to this 
comprehensive approach to care? Suggestions included: 

a. Tracking through referrals 
b. Tracking from insurance billing 
c. Input from united front Advocates 

2. How do we know that U.S. Massage Therapists have the knowledge and skills to 
contribute to optimal patient outcomes? Suggestions included: 

a. Education and Training 
b. Clinical experience component 
c. Require a 2-year degree 
d. National Certification 

Suggested reading /research included: 

● College of Massage Therapy/Ontario 
● A decree regarding Massage in Hospitals per recent legislation 
● Center for Medicare/Medicaid Services regarding massage ordered by LHCPs 

Ms. Stang proceeded to provide a preview of the Assembly of Delegates (AoD), set to convene 
in Indianapolis, IN, in 2019, with notification that there will be more information coming in the 
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near months about Discussion Topics from this year with follow-up and new Proposed 
Discussion Topics and proposed PSDTs that may show up in the Delegate’s Forum in the [what 
will be New Volunteer Hub] regarding the chapter members’ opinions on Human Trafficking, 
Workplace Safety & Misconduct, and others. 

Ms. Stang adjourned the 2018 Assembly of Delegates Meeting at 3:50pm. 

 

 

The Nevada Chapter Delegates would like to thank all the members for participating in our 
Survey in late-July/early-August and assisting us in representing them during the 2018 
Assembly of Delegates Meeting in Washington DC. Please see the results of your work 
attached to this report. We started our morning on August 8th discussing the results of the 
Survey and brought our members responses to light in discussion before and during the 2018 
Assembly of Delegates Business Meeting. 

A Delegate position will be open for election of any AMTA Nevada Chapter member in good 
standing in the May 2019 timeframe - to indicate your interest in becoming part of the 
association in this capacity, please visit the chapter’s webpage at 
http://amta-nv.org/chapter-news/amta-house-of-delegates-nevada-delegation. 

If any member is interested in volunteering with the Assembly of Delegates Advisory Committee, 
please contact Colleen Leeders at ckleeders@amtamassage.org. 
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Assembly of Delegates Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, August 8, 2018 

1:00pm – 4:00pm 
 

Welcome Delegates       1:00pm 

 Jessica Ferrer, AODAC Member 

Pledge of Allegiance and Silent Reflection    1:05pm 

 Kevin Lynch 

 Olivia Nagashima 

Update from AMTA National Board President    1:10 pm 

Call to Order, Roll Call and Rules of the Assembly   1:15pm 

 Lee Stang, Moderator 

Position Statement Proposal Topic Review    

Massage for Osteoarthritis of the Knee     1:30pm 

a. Read onto the floor (5) 
b. Small group discussion (15) 
c. Floor discussion (20) 
d. Vote on status   

Massage for Pediatric Populations     2:15pm 

a. Read onto the floor (5) 
b. Small group discussion (15) 
c. Floor discussion (20) 
d. Vote on status 

Break         3:00pm 

Position Statement Proposal Topic Prioritization Vote (if needed) 3:10pm 

Discussion topic 

1. Massage and Integrated Healthcare    3:15pm 
a. Small group discussion (15) 
b. Floor discussion (20) 
c. Wrap up (5) 

Closing and results if needed      3:55pm 

Adjourn        4:00pm 








