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2023 AMTA Assembly of Delegates Report - Nevada Chapter

Greetings from the AMTA-Nevada Chapter Delegates!

In August, we surveyed our members, in anticipation of our representing our members’ voices to the
2023 Assembly of Delegates Business Meeting in Phoenix, AZ, on August 23rd. The survey was
open for 6 days and a total of 32 Members’ opinions were recorded.

The topics we asked our members about were in response to the Massachusetts Chapter’s Proposed
Position Statement and the Vermont Chapter’s proposed Discussion Topic:

e The Proposed Position Statement: Do the effects of Massage Therapy have a positive
influence on the health of a person in the stages of and undergoing treatment for cancer.

e The Proposed Discussion Topic: How might the decriminalization of the Sex-Work Industry
impact the Massage Therapy Industry and/or licensure?
Our Chapter members responding to the survey we distributed 5. Do you believe Massage Therapy is beneficial for people with
in August overwhelmingly agreed that Massage Therapy is
beneficial for people with or receiving treatment for cancer.

Our respondlng Chapter members held the Oplnlon that 1. Do you feel decriminalization of the Sex-Work Industry would
decriminalizing sex-work would not have a positive impact on impact the massage therapy profession in a postive manner?
the massage therapy profession.

We took our members’ opinions into consideration when we attended the Business Meeting:

Of 102-possible Delegates (2 per 51 AMTA Chapters), 76 were in attendance; roll-call was taken by
each Delegate sitting after calling out their self-assigned number.
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The 2023 Assembly of Delegates unanimously (76/76) voted YES for the Proposed Position
Statement regarding the effects of Massage on persons with or receiving treatment for cancer. This
will now be forwarded to the AMTA National Board of Directors to be further considered as a viable
Position Statement for Association-adoption and publication.

The 2023 Assembly of Delegates unanimously (76/76) voted NO to further the discussion of the
Decriminalization of the Sex-Work Industry.

We had many thoughtful and lively discussions about these topics with Delegates from every state
and D.C.; a wonderful, positive, and progressive gathering! All topics and ideas presented during the
Assembly of Delegates’ Business Meeting - written & spoken - and discussion-threads in the
volunteer Hub were recorded for reporting to the AMTA National Board of Directors.

Many thanks to our AMTA-NV survey-respondents for helping us bring our voices to the national level
- Our voices were heard!

2023 AoD Survey - Additional Comments

For Questions 1-3 (decriminalization of sex-work):

It will just blur the lines and obtaining a license is no longer priority if sex workers are labeling
themselves “massage therapists” and not being criminalized for it.

| believe more sex workers will find avenues for revenue by using the professional massage therapy
industry, FURTHER tainting those of us professionals that already put up with propositions of sex work
from the already uneducated public. It will undoubtedly become worse!!!

As a AFAB | have been sexually abused and think the industry needs to be seen in a more
professional manner

The MT profession should continue to support: (a) limiting the use of terms such as "massage,"
"massage therapy," and "massage therapist" to only licensed LMTs; and (b) maintaining professional
standards that prohibit sexualizing the therapeutic relationship. Outside of that, any decriminalizing of
sex work should be regarded as having nothing to do with the MT profession. | thus recommend: (a)
focusing on keeping our own house in order;and (b) otherwise not taking a public position on sex work.
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We are two separate entities.

My business does not associate with the sex industry. | never understood how what | do on a daily
basis has anything to do with the sex trade. This type of stereotype is based on ignorance of what a
licensed therapeutic massage therapist is. How about starting an image campaign to educate the
public. Getting us into the chiropractic, physical therapy section of the yellow pages to start.

Decriminalization Sex as Work, is a really bad proposal.

The main benefit | see for myself is that | will no longer be approached by people as a sex worker and
can referred them to another professional if their interest lies outside of muscle tissue manipulation

i practice mobile massage therapy in Las Vegas. many years ago, i stopped seeking clients that were
located on The Strip: most of them were in town (by LV's permission-granted & even expectation) to
act differently than they would in their hometowns ... | believe having no consequences for illegal
sex-work will introduce more massage therapy clients to the idea that "massage" may include
sex-work, even from therapeutically-centered NVMTs ... which can cause unsafe/harmful
work-conditions.

It would just increase demand and blur lines even further.

The sex work industry is already alive in well in Nevada... and does not affect our LMTs. Humans go to
brothels for sex - in theory - that fact alone should keep those "clients" OUT of our legitimate massage
rooms. The humans who DO solicit/harass legitimate LMTs are predators. They are not looking for
sex, really, they are looking for power. This is a whole different situation outside of 'decriminalization of
the sex work industry' and needs to be called what it is: sexual harassment.

It works for some counties in the state already.

One thought would be that humans would know the difference in professional massage and being able
to get the other somewhere else. But with that being said it might make the clients more bold in asking
more often for said services we do not provide. Not sure it would make our environment easier or
safer.

We are all well aware of sex workers using massage as a bait for sex. Decriminalizing sex would allow
too many opportunities for more fronts for prostitution. As a LMT, | feel the stigma of sex tied to the
massage industry by many clients who visit Las Vegas and pretend they had no idea it was a big deal.
Spas deal with their share of illicit requests as well as independent massage therapists. We need full
separation from sex work.
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“No Affect” should be an option for the 3rd question

For Question 5 (massage benefits people with cancer):

Yes, and it blows my mind insurance is so hesitant to cover massage therapy yet not chiropractic.

Especially through the lowering of the hormone, cortisol!

(a) MT care should be conducted in coordination with the patient's treating physician, and (b) no claim
should be made that MT and/or other alternative health care necessarily can cure someone already
diagnosed with cancer in lieu of other health care. Helping prevent the onset of disease is one thing,
but in my opinion it's often too late to rely on alternative care in place of other approaches once the
disease has onset. In all events, coordination with the treating physician is paramount.

Most definitely. Proper treatment of cancer patients, should be taught in massage schools.

Massage Therapy, or more specifically Oncology Massage and post-cancer surgery massage, can
positively affect people with cancer in many ways. It is one of the most healing treatments they can
receive.

As a Cancer a survivor,massage is a necessary healing modality!Many cancer patients are never
touched in a healing way, except for the experience of professional massage. Human Beings need
physical touch!This has been scientifically proven for babies,as well as the sick and elderly. This is not
a want but a crucial need. Better healing takes place when massage is part of the healing process,
after such intense trauma. It saved me and has allowed me to give back to those Cancer Patients in
need.
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it's been well-researched/-studied/-experienced that massage therapy eases the side-effects
cancer-patients experience, with or without being in a[n aggressive] treatment-program, including
stress, sleep-loss, CIPN, etc.

Again, an incredibly open question that not a single person can answer "yes" or "no". What kind of
cancer? What stage of cancer? What are the contraindications? Is the LMT properly trained? | have
seen a LMT work on a cancer patient and do - literal - HARM. | have also seen a LMT bring great
emotional, spiritual and physical relief to a cancer client. How can any of us answer this question?

Perhaps foot massage and other modalities could be better than a full body massage

| do volunteer at the Caring Place and help adults who are going or did go through chemotherapy or
radiation and | can tell that every survivor have notice an improve and felt so much better after their
massage.

When they come back they express to me that it was the first night of good sleep sometimes in years.
That it's worth it to me.

It is absolutely beneficial for all levels of oncology as long as the therapist is familiar with the stages of
the disease. Resetting the CNS and allowing the body to relax is beneficial to all levels of infirmities. |
work with oncology patients and have seen positive achievements in wellness.
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